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Before:       Judge Broderick
STATEMENT OF THE CASE

The above cases involve alleged safety violations in
the same mine cited during inspections in December 1982.
The cases were consolidated for the' purposes of hearing and
decision.  A total of eight citations are involved in the
two dockets, and the parties have proposed to settle three
of them.  Pursuant to notice, the cases were called for hear-
ing in Washington, Pennsylvania, on November 29 and 30, 1983
Because of the unavailability of a government witness, the
cases were continued to April 24, 1984, when the hearing was
completed.  Alvin Shade, Okie Wolfe and Francis E. Wehr tes-
tified on behalf of Petitioner; Paul Gaydos, Brian Howarth
and Wayne Croushore testified on behalf of Respondent.  Both
parties have filed posthearing briefs.  Based on the entire
record and considering the contentions of the parties, I
make the follow decision.
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